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Nicosia within the Venetian Walls
With its 5000 yearlong history, walking is the ideal way to get a feel for the character,

B - ;"% i = A o ; f.“.:‘ > -.'.'E history and continual cultural development of Lefkosia (Nicosia).
g l- o m l o — gty B i Despite its historical difficulties, Micosia is still the heart of Cyprus. This can be seen
| & S .mf__# ¢ I R i firiadid through the ongoing efforts to revitalize the old city, especially through the Nicosia

JiYed -
- Master Pl d under th ices of the United Nati
L X aster Plan, executed under the auspices of the Unite ations.
?0 Centu I'IES of Culture . : s} L0 : e & i
Lefkosia (Nicosia) is one of Europe’s most ancient capitals and has been the capital of Cyprus for more than 1,000 years. Through the years it has been called Ledra, Lefkotheon / Lefkousa, Lefkousia / Lefkosia and Nicosie. ~ Jo© & ' VESliang LUOHON ERl GeltaniA, yOUL Will Se Some [EmEartabie sxaiples ol tiacitonsl
. .. urban architecture, such as the Leventis Municipal Museum and small art workshops. %

The first settlers to the area were attracted to the Pediaios River in prehistoric times and thereafter, Nicosia was inhabited continually by the Ptolemies, Romans and Byzantines. At this point it is important to note that e o S
- : Visit Trypiotis Church (1695), the Museum of the History of Cypriot Coinage, and %

"Nicosia” is the international name of the city whilst the name "Lefkosia” is the greek denomination. ; A <E0U : fs AR :

: : A g oo ; ’ - y o ' ; i . The Museum of George and Mefeli Giabra Pierides Collection of the Bank of Cyprus.

Following the Arab Raids (7th - 10th century B.C.), the population was forced to move towards the centre of the island and Nicosia became the island's administrative, cultural and religious centre. It became the island’s p g _ Bhareromen Chitch i tha blgaest church n the wallad city and-right across s the

) Cross of Missirikos, a medieval church with gothic Italian elements that was converted
into Araplar Mosque in 1571.

I

capital around the 10th century A.D.
Richard the Lionheart conquered Cyprus in 1191 and sold the island to the Lusignan King Guido in 1192. Nicosia flourished until 1489 and the era was marked by the most beautiful gothic buildings. After the death of King

James I, his widow, Katerina Kornaro, ceded Cyprus to Venice.
The Venetians demolished the old Lusignan city walls and constructed new ones from 1567-1570. Nicosia fell to the Ottomans in September 1570 and saw a period of decline.
During British rule (1878-1960) the city outside the walls began to develop and Cyprus was then declared an independent state in 1960. The intercommunal conflict began in 1963 and the Turkish invasion followed in 1974,

leaving the city the last remaining divided capital of the European Union, of which Cyprus has been a member state since 2004,

At the heart of the inner wall city is the Omerie Area with the Omerie Mosque
{once a 14th century Medieval Church dedicated to 5t. Mary of the Augustines), and
the restored Turkish Baths, which won a EUROPA NOSTRA prize.

An archaeological site with finds from the Byzantine and Medieval times lies next to
the Municipal Arts Centre and the old inns.

The 13th century church / 16th century Latin Cathedral of Agia Sofia, and the Selimiye
Mosque, can be seen from a distance between the Green line and Turkish-occupied

MNicosia.
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In Chrysaliniotissa neighbourhood, the renovated houses are once again inhabited
0 . i CHEras I i \ ; after lying derelict following the Turkish invasion of 1974. The most important building

' Ledra street w - S 20 £ L) y . is the 18th century Archontiko Odou Axiotheas, which is now used by the University
I[nfurm_atmn Office _ | - an ) ' of Cyprus as a Cultural Centre. The 10th century Church of Chrysaliniotssa is next,
followed by the Multi-Crafts Centre, which makes and sells contemporary handicrafts.
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= f / : y ) k : ;e NOus = . o At Ermou Street, you can visit the Centre of Visual Arts and Research (CVAR) with
3 e over 1000 paintings by visitors to Cyprus in the 18th, 19th and 20th centuries.
MUNICIPAL ! ¥ | .-_. : ' : | Q f e . ﬁglﬂﬂﬂﬂ""ﬁcathfd“'@ @P QNrcusm Municipal The dead-end of Ermou Street is part of the Green Line (buffer zone), which is

GARDEN hy Classu’: ) =l e P, m‘c : antin . ( I anq.rprmn Gymnasium Multipurpose Centre controlled by the UN.
5 ' otorcycle Museum y . FU ™o , ' B il ¥ PR : The religious and cultural centre of the city is Archbishop Kyprianos Square with the
' = Cathedral of 5t. John, the Folk Art Museum and the Cultural Foundation of Archbishop
Makarios the III with its Byzantine Museum. The Folk Art Museum, the Pan Cyprian
Gymnasium Museums, and the Museum of Mational Struggle, offer another aspect
of Cypriot culture and history.

1

SR e

r Cyprus Parliament
¥ T lz"\ 4 ; o B L GA From Famagusta Gate Cultural Centre, take a walk on top of the 16th century Venetian
|:| ’ ; A
gy ‘ Anioe Antonios ; ; walls to see the moat and the modern city outside the walls.
'g'm'uad_" l @ o : s ' Wy At Podocatoro Bastion you will see the Statue of Liberty, representing the Cypriot

georgakis : 5
struggle against British rule (1955-1959).
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Mansion # Tt __‘.. At the neighbourhood of Agios Antonios, visit the Mansion House of the Dragoman,
b Hadjigeorgakis Cornesios (18th century), which now houses the ethnological museum .I;I_”'
of the city. LE

Cyprus Ar:haeulnglcal Museum

An open-air market takes place every Wednesday and Saturday at Constanza Bastion, k
next to Bayraktar Mosque.

The commercial streets of Onasagoras and Ledra offer shops, restaurants, cafeterias |
and ice cream kiosks, whilst the Ledra Observatory Museum on the 11th floor of the
Shacolas Tower building (in Ledra Street), offers an unobstructed view of the
entire city.

2 PIFE:g:Eg <$ Nicosia outside the Venetian Walls:
; 88 The following museums are within walking distance from the walls:

- The Cyprus Museum: located on Museum Street, the largest archaeological museum |
in Cyprus with pottery, jewellery, sculptures, coins, copper objects and other artefacts
from prehistoric times until the end of the Roman Period.
- The A.G. Leventis Gallery: located on A. G. Leventis Street, with three collections
The Greek Collection with 19th - 20th century paintings, The Paris Collection with : \ 5 2
_ - French pieces from the 17th — 20th century, and The Cypriot Collection, with pieces T N B S Wi
e 5 e - o T T Ay 0 " | : B by Cypriot artists of the first generation (1884 and 1930). g Q i.-r i | n | COS Ia
Cyprus = = i T T Rl _ ey £ SCALE 1: 4500 & - The State Gallery of Contemporary Cypriot Art exhibits: paintings and sculptures of ,_ Al S byl G G =
Cultural B WL = I ' . i L3 s 0 25 50 100 150 the 20th century by Cypriot Artists in a restored neoclassic building at corner of - . I s i — J[UUI"ISTT? buard

Foundation
' i E (D) state Gallery of Contemporary Art

www.visitnicosia.com.cy
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Gastronomy & Accommodation

Where to Eat o z . .
Cypriot cuisine combines the rich flavours of the Middle East, the nutritional values of Mediterranean cuisine, and the timeless a7 _ & . : CYP rus Tﬂ urism Pﬂ I"l'ﬂl

A beautiful part of the city is hidden in the old town of Nicosia, embraced by the stony Venetian walls and protected during the centuries

by the mighty patron saint of Nicosia, Agios Trifilios. traditions of Greek cooking. Traditional tavernas, confectioneries and coffee shops can be found everywhere in the Old City,

; : y oo . . e e N : 4 serving delicious dishes, sweets and ‘meze’.
Here you can enjoy walking through the narrow picturesque streets and visit many Orthodox churches such as the Agios loannis  BeREslES il SEle % R : - ; : i :
Theol Cathedral with it ) f fr 18th and 19th ¢ I ted in th piacd of the ArchBish . | S0r N boa A= =% & Start your culinary adventure by ordering ‘mezedes’ at a restaurant where you will be faced with a lavish feast of all the local
2010405 kamnenial Wi = umquetrescoes ‘utm : a2 ; eJ:en jad Luca 2 ":' S LOULEaL ':f ‘E c‘ Ls oprlc PRl delicacies but make sure you pace yourself for the 20 or more dishes that will arrive.
You can also see the churches of Panagia Chryssaliniotissa, Agios Cassianos, Agios Antonios, Archangel Michail Trypiotis, Agios Savvas, - Arin 2 ' 4 - b ; :
Panaaia Phaner . Ao Elefibinvine: the fataekion of the Macharas Morissk vick thi el churich-of Fhe Hibv Cr f Missirik g Be sure to try Cyprus’ famous "halloumi’ cheese made from sheep and goat’s milk. You can have it in all kinds of different ways, - :
1 TTAlETUINL, Nglus SIETTICTH0 0 RGN 1 BIEMacisiae onasicly i AL A0 D e s I : ~ from grilled to fried or on its own, and in the summer you must try it with watermelon, for an unusual combination of flavours. ' = @

wiNchmas i info s masaue during e Do pentg, < . g - Foran even more traditional experience, you can find authentic tavernas serving traditional foods in any of the villages nearby Nicosia. = : m—
| - Whervio Sy -G | Download
From luxury hotels to cosy hostels, Nicosia can accommodate any taste and any budget. Whether you' re a backpacking student eager QA CYPRUS ® Choose your C}?prus

to discover the city's hidden secrets or a professional visiting the city for an important business deal, you'll find the place that best X = r_. -
suits your needs and always within minutes of where you want to go. N AT
_ o

www.chooseyourcyprus.com
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